ABSTRACT 

A method and apparatus for vending food products from a 
roller-type grilling machine includes a packaging system that 
extends the product life on the grilling machine by keeping the 
food product from directly contacting the grilling machine. By 
packaging the product in accordance with the principles of the 
present invention, the food product is kept in a controlled 
environment until it is opened by the ultimate consumer after 
being heated by the grilling machine. The packaging is comprised 
of a cylindrical tube having a diameter that is sufficient to 
contain the desired food product and that will properly rotate on 
a roller-type grilling apparatus. Such packaging may comprise an 
elongate tube formed from heat tolerant plastic, cardboard-type 
paper lined with metal foil, or other materials known in the art. 
End caps are attached to the ends of the elongate tube and sealed 
relative thereto. At least one of the caps is designed to be 
relatively easily removed from the tube to allow an end user to 
open the packaging and remove the food product contained therein. 
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